Seasonality of mating and birth in wild black-and-white snub-nosed monkeys (Rhinopithecus bieti) at Xiaochangdu, Tibet.
Data on mating and birth seasonality were recorded in wild black-and-white snub-nosed monkeys (Rhinopithecus bieti) at Xiaochangdu in the Honglaxueshan National Nature Reserve, Tibet. This represents one of the harshest habitats utilized by any nonhuman primate. Variation in food availability, temperature, and photoperiod were examined to identify ecological influences on the timing of reproductive events. Mating was observed to occur mostly between July and October and to coincide with peak food availability and temperature, while births occurred between February and mid-March, the end of the period of lowest food availability. This pattern may be an adjustment to the extreme environmental conditions characteristic of this field site.